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variously styled the municipal council or committee, or the municipality, and has the custody of the municipal fund and property. The latter comprises items such as public buildings, streets, sewers, drains, tanks, wells, other sources of water-supply, markets, and slaughter-houses. In the great majority of municipalities some of the commissioners are elected, the remainder being appointed by name or office under the orders of the Local Government. In most Provinces the proportion of elected members is fixed by law, varying from one-half in Bombay to three-fourths in Madras and the United Provinces. Power is usually reserved to the Local Government to declare that this provision of the law shall not apply to aay particular municipality. The maximum proportion of salaried Government officers who may serve on the committee is also laid down in several Provinces, being one-fourth in Madras, Bombay, and Bengal. The rules for election are framed by the "Local Governments in accordance with the provisions of the Acts, and representation in the larger municipalities* is in general by wards or classes of the community, or both. Voters must be male residents not below a specified age, and property or status qualifications are generally laid down.
The maximum period of municipal office is three years in all cases. The chairman or president of the municipal corporation is sometimes nominated under the orders *of the Local Government, but more often elected by the commissioners from among themselves; and where there is a vice-chairman or vice-president he is similarly chosen. The principal servant of the municipality is a paid secretary, whose functions correspond to those of a town clerk in England.
It was the policy of Lord Ripon's 6overnment to substitute Govern-oiplaide control for inside interference in municipal affairs.  This it m general exercised through the Collector of the Dittriot mad the Commissioner of the Division.   The latter i may inspect my municipal work or record, and, subject to Government confirmation of his orders, may restrain a municipality from performing any act which is unlawful* or is likely to cause injury of fwmoyance to the public or a .breach of the peace.   The Government may provide for the performance of any duty which the conimissioners neglect, and may suspend them in case of incompetence, default, or abuse of powers* Special control is exercised over finance and appointment!* Thus In Bengal the budget estimate must be submitted to, a&4 may be amended by, the Commissioner of the Division, sanction of Government is required to the creation